
GALLUP NEWS SERVICE 

 

MAY ELECTION BENCHMARK 
 

-- FINAL TOPLINE --



15. Now I am going to read a list of some of the issues that will probably be discussed in this year’s presidential 

election campaign.  As I read each one, please tell me how important the candidates' positions on that issue 

will be in influencing your vote for president -- extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or 

not important.  How about -- [RANDOM ORDER]? 

 

2016 May 18-22 

(sorted by “Extremely important”) Extremely important 

Extremely+ 

Very important 

   

Terrorism and national security 45 87 

The economy 42 92 

Employment and jobs 38 89 

Education 38 86 

Healthcare and the Affordable Care Act 38 83 

The federal budget deficit 34 78 

Immigration 29 69 

The treatment of minority groups in this country 28 66 

The distribution of income and wealth in the United States 28 65 

Foreign affairs 27 74 

Taxes 26 71 

Gun policy 26 63 







Q.15 (ISSUE IMPORTANCE) CONTINUED 

 

G. Terrorism and National Security 

 

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not  

important 

No  

opinion 

      

2016 May 18-22 45 42 10 3 * 

      

2016 Jan 21-25 46 39 11 4 * 

2012 Feb 16-19 33 41 22 3 * 

2008 Oct 23-26 ^ 42 38 17 3 1 

2008 Jun 15-19 ^ 41 35 20 4 * 

2008 Feb 8-10 



Q.15 (ISSUE IMPORTANCE) CONTINUED 

 

I. Climate Change 

 

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not  

important 

No  

opinion 

      

2016 May 18-22 21 26 27 26 1 

      

2016 Jan 21-25 16 29 27 28 * 

 

                  J. Gun policy 

 

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not  

important 

No  

opinion 

      

2016 May 18-22 26 37 24 13 1 

      

2016 Jan 21-25 31 35 22 12 1 

2004 Feb 6-8 21 32 31 15 1 

2000 Aug 4-5 ^ 29 35 23 12 1 

2000 Jul 25-26 ^ 30 32 24 12 2 

2000 Apr 3-9 † 34 35 19 11 1 
 

^ WORDING: The gun issue 
† WORDING: Gun control 

 

 K. Education 

 

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not  

important 

No  

opinion 

      

2016 May 18-22 38 48 12 2 * 

      

2016 Jan 21-25 36 43 17 3 * 

2008 Oct 23-26 39 41 18 2 * 

2008 Feb 8-10 35 46 16 3 * 

2004 Oct 22-24 ^ 32 52 14 2 -- 

2004 Feb 6-8 41 45 12 2 * 

2003 Dec 5-7 43 43 12 2 * 

2003 Sep 19-21 45 43 11 1 * 

2000 Oct 20-22 † 41 47 9 2 1 

2000 Aug 4-5 50 41 7 2 * 

2000 Jul 25-26 43 46 9 2 * 

2000 Apr 3-9 46 43 9 2 * 

1996 Oct 26-29 † 42 47 10 1 -- 

1996 Jul 18-21 42 50 7 1 1 

      
^ Asked of a half sample. 
† Based on registered voters 

 

     

  





Q.15 (ISSUE IMPORTANCE) CONTINUED 

 

 Q. The treatment of minority groups in this country  

 

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not  

important 

No  

opinion 

      



  Q.16 (CANDIDATES ON ISSUES



Q.16 (CANDIDATES ON ISSUES) CONTINUED 

 

 L. The distribution of income and wealth in the U.S.  

  

 Clinton Trump SAME (vol.) No opinion 

     

2016 May 18-22 51 43 2 4 

 

 M. Foreign affairs      

  

 Clinton Trump SAME (vol.) No opinion 

     

2016 May 18-22 59 38 1 3 

 

 N. Government regulation of Wall Street and banks  

 

 Clinton Trump SAME (vol.) No opinion 

     

2016 May 18-22 42 53 2 3 

 

 


